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Minor girl trafficking: NHRC 
notice to DGPs of Odisha, UP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has taken 
suo motu cognisance of  the traf-
ficking and sexual assault of  17-
year-old tribal  girl  from 
Dhenkanal district and issued 
notice to DGPs of  Odisha as well 
as Uttar Pradesh.

The victim, a native of  Kanka-
dahad in Dhenkanal, was alleg-
edly trafficked, sold and subject-
ed to repeated sexual assaults 
for about two years at Jhansi. 

The rights panel said the mat-
ter raised serious issues of  vio-
lation of  human rights and is-
sued notices to DGPs of  the two 
states as well as Dhenkanal col-
lector, calling for a detailed re-
port within two weeks. 

The commission also asked 
the authorities concerned to in-
clude the status of  investigation 

and steps taken to provide relief  
and rehabilitation to the victim. 
The minor from Dhenkanal and 
three other girls were reportedly 
trafficked to UP on the promise 
of  jobs. She managed to escape 
with the help of  a local advocate 
and approached Jhansi police. 
Although her statement was re-
corded, no further action was al-
legedly taken by the police ex-
cept for giving her a train ticket 
to Odisha. After she returned, 
Odisha Police recorded her 
statement and launched an in-
vestigation into the matter. 

Sources said the victim was 
allegedly confined in a house for 
nearly three months and was re-
peatedly subjected to sexual as-
sault. Thereafter, she was alleg-
edly sold to another person for 
`50,000 and repeatedly sexually 
assaulted by others for nearly 
two years before she managed to 
escape.

State govt mulls e-Hundi at Srimandir
Meeting, chaired by Prithiviraj Harichandan, also discussed provision of income tax benefits for eligible donors

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE state government on Wednes-
day pitched the idea of  launching 
an e-Hundi system to collect online 
donation from abroad to Shree Ja-
gannath Temple in Puri.

A meeting, chaired by Minister 
of  Law, Works and Excise Prithivi-
raj Harichandan, discussed the 
framework for introducing an on-
line donation platform that would 
allow devotees to make offerings to 
the temple from anywhere in the 
world.

The proposed system, officials 
said, will facilitate online contri-
butions on occasions such as birth-
days, wedding anniversaries, ful-
filment of  vows and other personal 
milestones associated with devo-

tees’ faith in Lord Jagan-
nath. The initiative is to 
address a long-standing 
demand from devotees re-
siding outside Odisha and 
overseas who have sought 
a secure and convenient 
mechanism to contribute to the 
temple’s hundi.

A key point discussed during the 
meeting was the provision of  in-
come tax benefits for eligible dona-
tions made through the e-Hundi 
platform. Officials also clarified 
that funds received through the 

system will be utilised exclusively 
for the development and improve-
ment of  the temple and its associ-
ated services.

The need for robust cybersecu-
rity measures to prevent fraud and 

misuse of  the digital platform 
also figured in the meeting. 

Harichandan directed of-
ficials to ensure adequate 
safeguards against cyber-
crime so that devotees can 

make donations with confi-
dence and transparency.

The minister also reviewed 
the proposed land settlement re-
forms, aimed at granting land 
rights to servitors, nijogs and 
mutts. Discussions centred on cre-
ating a transparent and legally 
sound framework to grant prop-
erty rights to eligible occupants 

who have been residing on temple 
land for generations.

The proposed reforms are ex-
pected to provide legal certainty to 
long-time occupants while bring-
ing greater transparency and effi-
ciency to temple land administra-
tion. Officials also deliberated on 
measures to ensure that revenue 
generated through the settlement 
process contributes to the corpus 
and development of  the shrine.

Law Commission chairman Jus-
tice Bishwanath Rath, chief  ad-
ministrator of  the Shree Jagan-
nath temple Arabinda Padhee, 
principal secretary to the Law de-
partment Pabitra Mohan Samal, 
Special secretary Pranab Kumar 
Patra and additional secretary Shi-
va Prasad Mohapatra were 
present.

BRICS disaster 
group meeting 
kicks off at Puri
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar/Puri

THE second meeting of  the BRICS Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (DRR) Working Group kicked off  at Puri on 
Wednesday to deliberate on issues relating to disaster 
mitigation in 11 member nations. Chief  Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi will attend the meeting on Thursday. 
The meeting will continue till June 5.

Revenue and disaster management minister Suresh 
Pujari said this is the first in-person technical meeting 
of  the BRICS DRR Working Group under the presiden-
cy of  India.  India had chaired the first technical meet-
ing of  the BRICS DRR Working Group, virtually, on 
April 29-30.

The meeting, themed ‘Building for Resilience, Inno-
vation, Cooperation and Sustainability,’ has brought 
together senior officials and technical experts from 
BRICS member countries including Brazil, China, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa and the United Arab Emirates to 
strengthen cooperation in DRR.

Official sources said discussions during the meeting 
will focus on key areas such as community-based dis-
aster risk reduction, financing for disaster risk man-
agement, multi-hazard early warning systems, resilient 
infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and the use of  
science, technology and innovation to strengthen dis-
aster resilience. 

Odisha has been selected as the host state in recogni-
tion of  its globally acknowledged disaster preparedness 
systems, particularly its record of  zero casualties in 
cyclone management, early warning dissemination, 
evacuation planning and community-based response 
mechanisms.

During the meet, delegates will witness a demonstra-
tion by the Odisha State Disaster Response Force 
(ODRAF) on water rescue preparedness and response 
at Ramchandi. They will also interact with trained 
community volunteers in a programme organised by 
the Odisha State Disaster Management Authority (OS-
DMA) to understand Odisha’s best practices in coastal 
disaster resilience and community preparedness. 

Funds received through the 
system will be utilised 
exclusively for the development 
and improvement of the temple 
and its associated services

Sources

TRAFFIC TANGLE 
Commuters stuck in a traffic jam at Rasulgarh in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday |  DEBADATTA MALLICK

Prosecute police officials for Ganjam 
custodial death: BJD 

Bhubaneswar: A BJD delegation on Wednesday submitted a 
memorandum to the Odisha Human Rights Commission 

seeking action over the custodial torture and subsequent 
death of a youth at Kavisuryanagar police station in 

Ganjam. The memorandum alleged that the victim Susanta 
Sahu was kept in the police station for nearly a week, where 
he was subjected to physical torture. Instead of taking him 

to a hospital, police allegedly dropped Sahu at his home. 
When the family rushed him to MKCG MCH, Berhampur, he 

died on the way, it added. The memorandum further alleged 
that police are refusing to register an FIR filed by Sahu’s 

wife. The BJD demanded that criminal case should be filed 
against erring personnel for custodial torture.
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